
BACK TO THE 
In recent years, there has been a decrease in the use of office buildings: there are already 
1.800.000 sqm of vacant office space in Madrid. Considering the shortage of housing com-
pared to the high demand in the city, it is important to create a prototype for housing and 

other public uses within these huge vacant structures.

Not only is the previous structure used, but also other materials such as aluminum, PVC, 
plastic panels and elements of the substructure, can be used to minimize the material input.

Just as we approach redesigning an outdated buil-
ding, we should plan with the foresight that variables 
will shift in the future and design our prototypes with 

the flexibility to evolve accordingly.

The prototype transforms the space from the exte-
rior: the skin contains the technical components, 
achieving an interior blank space that can be adap-

ted to different uses

By making each part independent, not only is it easier 
to make future changes, but each individual can also 

customize their unit according to their needs.

LOOKING BACK

LOOKING FORWARD

The lower part of the building opens up 
to the city and creates an urban square 
for play, movement, and socializing.

Hybrid space for neighborhood associations. 
Cinema, music, exhibitions: People!

The facilities are located on the 
exterior. Demountable, flexible 

adjustable, plug-in system.

The new facade is divided into 2 layers: one 
programmable according to the intended use 
of the building, and another layer for thermal 
and energy control.

The outer layer is manufactured from 
the interior aluminum substructure.

The auxiliar structure can be easily 
installed, considering future transfor-

mations of the building.

The new modules hang from the 
pre-existing structure.

Public and private access
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ETSAM-UPM

Back to the Future. ETSAM-UPM


